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        The best PDF splitter software comes in handy when the PDF file to share is very large and can’t be uploaded to certain services, or when you require just an excerpt from a PDF with a very big number of pages. The need for small and manageable PDFs that can be easily transferred on digital platforms is one of the main reasons for splitting PDFs.
    

    

Top 11 PDF Splitter Software



	
                                                            Adobe Acrobat -
                                    
                Available on all popular browsers
                
            
	
                                                            ILovePDF -
                                    
                The best PDF splitter software
                
            
	
                                                            PDFChef -
                                    
                Online PDF splitter software
                
            
	
                                                            Smallpdf -
                                    
                Cloud-based free PDF split
                
            
	
                                                            EasePDF -
                                    
                The simplest online PDF splitter
                
            
	
                                                            Jinapdf -
                                    
                Allows editing files up to 300Mb in size
                
            
	
                                                            PDFescape -
                                    
                Free open-source for smaller files
                
            
	
                                                            PDFsam Visual -
                                    
                Free offline software
                
            
	
                                                            Wondershare PDFelement Standard -
                                    
                Professional PDF splitter
                
            
	
                                                            Icecream PDF Split and Merge -
                                    
                Autonomous PDF splitter
                
            
	
                                                            PDF-XChange -
                                    
                Feature-rich with built-in OCR
                
            


        
        Most PDF splitters offer several options for splitting a PDF file. You can split the document into multiple files, where the page becomes a separate PDF file, or extract specific pages from the PDF file.
Also, you can delete individual parts of the PDF file, so that you only have the required part of the original. Another way is to split the PDF file by selecting a range of pages. Some PDF splitters let you combine ranges of split pages.
The best PDF splitter software can split a document by size, which is the ideal solution if your PDF is too large to upload to a website or send by mail. 
Simply select the size of each fragment of the PDF file. Then the software will split the PDF file into as many parts as necessary so that each file is smaller than the specified size.
    

    


    
        1. Adobe Acrobat — Our Choice

        
            
                
                    
                

            

            Available on all popular browsers

        

        
                                                                                    
                                                    	
                                        User-friendly tool for your browser                                    
	
                                        Allows uploading documents from storage                                    
	
                                        Straightforward, familiar UI                                    
	
                                        Offers an array of other tools for working with PDF documents                                    


                                            

                                                                        
                                                    	
                                        Requires registration before you can use the tools                                    


                                            

                                    

    

    
                                    
                    
            
                
            

            Adobe Acrobat


                    USE FOR FREE

        
        
    


        
        Verdict: Adobe Acrobat allows dividing big PDF documents into smaller files that can be more easily shared and uploaded. All you need to do is drag and drop the desired file into the dedicated area to upload it. Log into your account and start working on the PDF.
Once the document is uploaded, you’ll see thumbnail previews of each page. Move the mouse cursor over the dashed lines between the pages to divide the PDF into several documents as you see fit. This tool also lets you reorder the pages or delete as many of them as needed. Once you’re done, press Continue. You can either save the edited documents in the same folder as the original or add a new folder for them.
    

    

        






    
        2. ILovePDF

        
            
                
                    
                

            

            Add pages from multiple PDFs simultaneously

        

        
                                                                                    
                                                    	
                                        Several options for splitting                                    
	
                                        Fast conversions, dragging and dropping                                    
	
                                        Batch processing and conversion                                    
	
                                        Ability to merge multiple files into one                                    
	
                                        Tools for compressing, rotating                                    
	
                                        You can do watermarking, password unlocking                                    


                                            

                                                                        
                                                    	
                                        Restrictions and advertising in the free version                                    


                                            

                                    

    

    
                                    
                    
            
                
            

            ILovePDF


                    USE FOR FREE

        
        
    


        
        Verdict: The iLovePDF website is one of the easiest ways to split PDF into pages and individual PDF files online. You have to upload the PDF files to the online platform and start the merge process thanks to the drag and drop capability.
You can also connect iLovePDF to your Google Drive or Dropbox accounts. Once the PDF file is uploaded, you get various options for combining, splitting, compressing, converting, extracting and organizing the PDF pages according to your needs.
When the files are hosted online, you can rotate the pages or drag and drop the PDF files to change the order of the merge. The platform displays thumbnails of each page to make it easier to work with files.
    

    

        






    
        3. PDFChef

        
            
                
                    
                

            

            Browser extension, online and desktop versions

        

        
                                                                                    
                                                    	
                                        Cross-platform and free                                    
	
                                        Dynamic tooltips, drag and drop interface                                    
	
                                        Full-featured UI with editing/conversion                                    
	
                                        Page/range-specific pagination                                    
	
                                        No ads and no installation                                    


                                            

                                                                        
                                                    	
                                        Extended desktop version is paid                                    
	
                                        Requires an Internet connection                                    


                                            

                                    

    

    
                                    
                    
            
                
            

            PDFChef


                    USE FOR FREE

        
        
    


        
        Verdict: All-in-One Online PDF Editor and Converter PDFChef from Movavi contains a speedy and secure online tool, PDFChef Splitter. It is free and doesn’t require login or user registration.
Downloading and processing a PDF file with an online tool will take a minute, regardless of the file size or number of pages. Working in this PDF splitter isn’t risky. The entire process of splitting PDF files takes place on the client’s browser side, so you can be sure that the data won’t become available to the platform for conversion.
The full-featured interface of PDFChef lets you split a PDF file into several single-page files or extract specific PDF pages to create a new PDF document. Then you can edit the PDF files/pages on the same page and convert the PDF to the main image formats and MS Office.
    

    

        







    
        4. Smallpdf

        
            
                
                    
                

            

            Online/mobile/offline multipurpose PDF splitter

        

        
                                                                                    
                                                    	
                                        21 PDF creation/signing tools in 20+ languages                                    
	
                                        Saves to Google Drive or Dropbox                                    
	
                                        Add text/image via dragging and dropping                                    
	
                                        Document conversion tools                                    
	
                                        Deletes individual pages during a merge                                    


                                            

                                                                        
                                                    	
                                        Only one free split method                                    
	
                                        Limitations of the free version                                    


                                            

                                    

    

    
                
        
            
                
            

            Smallpdf


                

        
    


        
        Verdict: After uploading your PDF file, there are two simple split choices. You can either extract each page into a separate PDF file (paid option) or choose which pages to extract.
Once you see a preview of the thumbnails, select the pages you need. After splitting, you can convert the PDF file to Word or Powerpoint, compress it, merge it with other PDFs and edit it on the Smallpdf website.
Another unique feature, which makes Smallpdf the best PDF splitter, is combining some PDF pages with selected pages of another PDF to avoid intermediate extraction and merging processes. This platform offers a simple electronic signature and the ability to add comments. 
Besides, Smallpdf is the best free PDF to word converter, which can highlight and protect the information stored in PDF files. It provides maximum security for downloaded files that are automatically deleted within an hour.
    

    

        







    
        5. EasePDF

        
            
                
                    
                

            

            Strong 256-bit SSL encryption

        

        
                                                                                    
                                                    	
                                        Decent quality of output PDF files                                    
	
                                        3 split modes, 2 merge modes                                    
	
                                        Integrates with Google Drive, Dropbox and OneDrive                                    
	
                                        File/page mode settings for monitoring                                    
	
                                        Without watermarks                                    


                                            

                                                                        
                                                    	
                                        Limitations of the free version                                    


                                            

                                    

    

    
                
        
            
                
            

            EasePDF


                

        
    


        
        Verdict: EasePDF is a simple cross-platform online PDF service with many basic tools for editing, converting, creating and managing PDF files. You can easily create, convert, split, compress and combine PDF files.
Simply import and perform operations without losing the quality of the final result. All pages of your PDF file will be displayed in the interface as thumbnails. It is also possible to rotate, scale or reorder pages.
The All Pages mode will select each PDF page to split. If there are certain pages that you wish to exclude from the newly created PDF, just click on them and they will be removed from the split pages. 
You can also select “Split every (*) pages” by entering a number in the field. The last split mode is the setup mode. You can selectively select specific pages to split. Just enter the number of start and end pages.
    

    

        







    
        6. Jinapdf

        
            
                
                    
                

            

            Allows editing files up to 300Mb in size

        

        
                                                                                    
                                                    	
                                        Automatic tool                                    
	
                                        Fast PDF splitting                                    
	
                                        Doesn’t require an account or any payment                                    
	
                                        Offers other options for working with PDFs                                    


                                            

                                                                        
                                                    	
                                        Possible errors caused by poor internet connection                                    


                                            

                                    

    

    
                
        
            
                
            

            Jinapdf


                

        
    


        
        Verdict: Jinapdf allows splitting PDF files as large as 300Mb into smaller documents. You simply have to pick which PDF you need to split. Afterward, the utility will automatically break it down into smaller PDFs that can be downloaded as a zip archive.
This tool managed to split my PDF file rather quickly, as the entire process took less than a minute. Moreover, I didn’t have to register or even download the software. Another advantage of this option is that it allows using other online tools for working with PDF documents – you can convert a file into a different format, merge multiple files, as well as compress or extract them.
    

    

        








    
        7. PDFescape

        
            
                
                    
                

            

            Up to 10MB and 100 pages

        

        
                                                                                    
                                                    	
                                        Zoom, rotate PDF files for viewing                                    
	
                                        Copy the PDF text to the clipboard                                    
	
                                        Crop, move, delete, encrypt, sign documents                                    
	
                                        Doesn’t require a registration                                    


                                            

                                                                        
                                                    	
                                        Maximum file size is 10MB                                    
	
                                        Desktop editor is paid                                    


                                            

                                    

    

    
                
        
            
                
            

            PDFescape


                

        
    


        
        Verdict: With the free browser version of PDFescape, you can edit PDF files online. Or you can use a more powerful open-source desktop application for Windows. With PDFescape online, you get a lot of handy PDF editing options, such as the ability to take notes by hand and a tool for adding interactive URL links to your documents. Using the PDFescape version in the browser, it is easy to add, rotate and annotate pages.
The software is a combination of an online reader, an editor, a form-filling tool and a PDF organizer. You can easily open any PDF file from your PC, view it online, merge multiple files into one large PDF file or split them into multiple files. 
It is possible to add text, shapes and other objects to the PDF without any problems. A typical A4 PDF page takes up about a hundred KB of data, so it shouldn’t be an issue unless you are editing a book-sized document.
    

    

        







    
        8. PDFsam Visual

        
            
                
                    
                

            

            Split by size/bookmarks tools are available after the trial expires

        

        
                                                                                    
                                                    	
                                        Cross-platform, free open-source/free trial                                    
	
                                        Several options for splitting                                    
	
                                        Select a different version of the PDF output file                                    
	
                                        Easily change the order of pages, create a bookmark                                    
	
                                        Tools to reorder, extract or delete pages                                    


                                            

                                                                        
                                                    	
                                        No sharing and edit options, free trial restrictions                                    


                                            

                                    

    

    
                
        
            
                
            

            PDFsam Visual


                

        
    


        
        Verdict: When it comes to separating PDF files, PDFSAM is a cross-platform package with many features. It boasts the ability to compose documents, compress, split/merge/rotate/crop PDF files, encrypt/decrypt, repair, extract text, convert to grayscale. PDFSAM performs this in several modes.
You can split the PDF file after each page, into even and odd pages, by the given page numbers, or split into every “n” pages. This will let you extract the selected pages or rotate them in batch mode.
    

    

        






    
        9. Wondershare PDFelement Standard

        
            
                
                    
                

            

            Collaboration in Document Cloud

        

        
                                                                                    
                                                    	
                                        Multi-functional PDF editing/manipulation tools                                    
	
                                        Previews with large page tabs                                    
	
                                        Multiple PDF split options                                    
	
                                        Batch PDF creation and processing                                    
	
                                        Cross-platform and free trial                                    


                                            

                                                                        
                                                    	
                                        Limitations of a trial version                                    
	
                                        Redundant functions for the split operation                                    


                                            

                                    

    

    
                                    
                    
            
                
            

            Wondershare PDFelement Standard


                    DOWNLOAD FREE

        
        
    


        
        Verdict: Being a complete cross-platform package for editing PDF files and related operations, PDFelement is also the best comprehensive tool for splitting PDF files and all types of manipulations.
With its PDF file management tool, you can read, edit, convert, fill out PDF forms, annotate, compress, protect and sign PDF files. There you will find the basic functions of splitting and combining PDF files by the number of pages or top-level bookmarks. All this makes PDFelement the best PDF editor app.
You can use PDFelement to rotate pages, merge pages into one image, replace or add pages from another PDF, insert blank pages, print specific pages, extract form data, add a password, crop a PDF page, save a PDF page to multiple file formats (images, Excel, Word, TXT, HWP, PowerPoint).
    

    

        







    
        10. Icecream PDF Split and Merge

        
            
                
                    
                

            

            Adding a tool to the Windows context menu

        

        
                                                                                    
                                                    	
                                        4 ways to split PDF pages                                    
	
                                        50+ languages, large previews, PDF encryption                                    
	
                                        Processes large, password-protected files                                    
	
                                        Split, merge, transform and compress tools                                    
	
                                        Intuitive interface with explanations and drag-and-drop                                    


                                            

                                                                        
                                                    	
                                        Limitations of the free version                                    
	
                                        No mobile version and no Linux                                    


                                            

                                    

    

    
                
        
            
                
            

            Icecream PDF Split and Merge


                

        
    


        
        Verdict: This standalone free program to split PDF files provides various capabilities, including splitting into single-page files, splitting into groups of pages, a range of pages, or getting rid of certain pages with the available split modes.
Just select the “Split” option in the main window and any of the options to split the PDF file. Save each page to a separate single-page PDF file, group the pages together to split the PDF file into parts, choose which pages to remove from the PDF file.
If you have selected the “By page groups” mode, you can decide how many pages there will be in each group and from which page the splitting will start. Also, you can delete pages that you don’t want to leave by selecting the “Delete Specific Pages” mode. Last but not least, you can split a PDF file by page ranges.
    

    

        







    
        11. PDF-XChange

        
            
                
                    
                

            

            Integrated OCR

        

        
                                                                                    
                                                    	
                                        Optical character recognition                                    
	
                                        Text editing                                    
	
                                        Splits and extracts the page                                    
	
                                        Ability to create, view, edit, annotate, digitally sign                                    
	
                                        Sharepoint, Dropbox, Google Drive, MS                                    
	
                                        Office 365 integrations                                    


                                            

                                                                        
                                                    	
                                        Documents with watermarks                                    
	
                                        Windows only                                    


                                            

                                    

    

    
                
        
            
                
            

            PDF-XChange


                

        
    


        
        Verdict: PDF Xchange Editor is one of the best PDF splitter software mainly due to the fact that it is minimalistic, fast and not devoid of many features as one of the best free PDF readers. The tool works completely offline, so it doesn’t require an Internet connection, except when you need to share the files.
The interface is a bit more complex than that of the online tool. But it gives you access to a lot of useful features, such as a stamp option to mark documents as “Expired” or “Approved”. For most users, the reason for using PDF-Xchange Editor is that it comes with integrated optical character recognition (OCR). 
So, if your original PDF document is a photocopy, PDF-Xchange will still recognize the text and let you edit it, reformat the text, and even convert it to fonts that aren’t yet downloaded to the PC.
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